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and some grew lazy; and many deserted the habitations
of the poor, going instead among the rich, or to the uni-
versities, where they became great scholars and teachers,
but not teachers of the simple message of Christ to
ordinary folk. And those who remained scattered over
the country were obedient only to the Pope; they were
not obliged to obey English bishops, and they often inter-
fered with the parish priests, which was naturally re-
sented.

All these things helped to rouse a feeling of hostility
to the clergy, and sometimes to the Pope;  and to make
things worse, the popes themselves at this time had fallen The Popes
on evil days.   First of all, they had been unwise enough m Avignon*
to leave Rome (1309) and live at Avignon in France, and
so they fell much into the power of the kings of France.
Englishmen at this time hated France, with whom they
were carrying on a prolonged war, and were consequently
disposed to be prejudiced against what they regarded as
French popes.   Then in 1378 began the Great Schism, The Great
when there was one pope at Rome and another at Avig- c lsm*
non, each claiming to be Christ's vicar on earth.   This
division went on for forty years, and while some people
obeyed the popes at Avignon and some the popes at
Rome, others were inclined to reject both.   So altogether
the  authority  of the  popes was  for  the time much
diminished.

John Wyclif, who became the leader of the attack
on the faults of the clergy, was a Yorkshireman who had wyciif.
gone to Oxford, where he had become Master of Balliol
College. Being a scholar, he looked at matters from a
historical point of view. The faults of the Church, he
said, came in the main from its pursuit of wealth and
power on earth: if it had remained true to the poverty
and simplicity of the apostles none of the abuses would
have occurred. Thus he found nothing in the Bible to